340 Statement Announcing Further Withdrawals of U.S.
Forces From the Republic of Vietnam.

October 12, 1970

ON APRIL 20 I announced that prog-
ress under the Vietnamization program
. would permit a reduction of 150,000
Americans in our authorized troop ceiling
between then and the spring of 1971. The
first 50,000 increments of these withdraw-
als has already been completed ahead of
the October 15 date which I set on June 3.

The continued progress of the Viet-
namization program has made possible an
acceleration rate of withdrawal within the

overall schedule announced previously.

Accordingly, I have instructed Secre-
tary Laird to reduce the authorized ceil-
ing of our forces in Vietnam by another
40,000 between now and Christmas. As a
result of this decision, there will be author-
ized 205,500 fewer Americans in Vietnam
by Christmas of this year than when 1
took office. :

nots: The statement was released at Hartford,
Conn.



